Christian Studies Home Group
Commendations on Current Program

Students at SFS are learning about Christianity through curricular and extracurricular programs in all four divisions of the school and through observation of and interaction with our teaching staff, most of whom are practicing Christians. 

B1- What students learn. 
SFS does not teach doctrine or Christian practices specific to one denomination.  We want students to learn about Christianity in a broad, ecumenical sense and our curriculum covers those aspects of the Christian faith that are common to many Christian denominations. Content about major world religions is also covered in different measures and at different stages depending upon the curriculum choices made by each division of the school. Our goal is that students will be able to discuss issues of faith and share their own beliefs, as confident and informed members of society. 
In the 2008-2009 school year, a new set of Spiritual ESLRs and standards was developed and adopted as the basis for all Christian Studies education at SFS.  Existing grade level and course level benchmarks were realigned with the new standards.  In some cases new benchmarks were developed.  This will be an ongoing process as our Christian Studies curriculum is refined and updated within the curriculum development framework.
In all divisions of the school, Christian Studies is taught by professional teachers using best practice methods. The Christ-like Attitudes are upheld as the standard for healthy relationships within all classrooms at all grade levels. Age-appropriate curricula are in place in each division:

· In the Elementary School teachers use materials from the Association of Christian Schools International (ACSI) and focus primarily on Bible stories and character education.  
· The Middle School Christian Studies courses have taught about Old Testament heroes, the life of Christ, and the New Testament epistles in the context of an Advisory program. The 2009-10 school year saw the introduction of a trimester long course in Christian Studies for all 6th graders. In 2010-2011 all MS students will take trimester-long courses in Christian Studies.   
· Students in the British School study Christianity and other religions using a comprehensive set of educational materials from the UK National Curriculum.  
· Once students reach the High School, they are allowed to choose from various courses to meet a three-semester Religious Education requirement for graduation.  
We are educational, not evangelical, in our approach to teaching this Christian Studies.  Students certainly do have opportunities to develop and grow personally in their own Christian faith, but these occur in our extracurricular programs.  These programs are coordinated by the Christian Ministries Office and the number of offerings for students increase as they get older.  Non-Christian students are not pressured to convert to Christianity within the curricular programs.
Supporting Evidence:

· Spiritual ESLR and standards document
· Benchmarks and/or Course Descriptions for all SFS divisions
· Christian Ministries Office (CMO) Program Brochure
· “Christianity at SFS” statement on public website
· Work samples from all divisions in Christian Studies Home Group binder
B2- How student learn.  In Christian Studies, as in all other subjects taught at SFS, our teachers employ a wide range of proven education practices to engage students in the learning process.
	Teaching/Learning Method
	Evidence/Examples

	Units are often planned by teams of teachers in the ES and MS.
	· ES school grade level teams are engaged in ongoing development of scope and sequence for Christian Studies units. (See benchmark documents.)
· In the Middle School, Advisory lessons are planned by grade level teams.

	Students are encouraged to share their beliefs and backgrounds in non-threatening environments.
	· High school students prepare devotions based on their own religious tradition and share them with their classes.

· Students often get to watch and listen to devotions, prayers, and Christian-themed performances presented by faculty and other students.

	Students are taught using a wide range of teaching and learning styles.
	· Kinesthetic learning, “Seven Intelligences”, learning through artwork, discussion groups, role-playing, graphic organizers, presentations, multimedia, story-telling, journaling, use of standards and benchmarks, memorization, music, cooperative learning, written and oral composition, used of technology, field trips.

	Many teachers have personal experiences that bring relevance to the subject.
	· Most teachers are practicing Christians.  
· Teachers have broad international experience and exposure to a variety of faiths.  
· Some teachers have specialized religious training.

	Age appropriate resources are provided to students.
	· ACSI Materials in the Elementary School and in a High School Christian Ethics course.

· National Curriculum in the British School.

· Wide variety of resources such as student study-bibles and Youth Specialties resources used in the Middle School. 

· Internet resources like online video used widely.
· Multimedia resources used widely.

	Christian Studies lessons are reinforced in other subjects and in assemblies.
	· Lessons taught in MS Advisory classes on the Christ-like attitudes are reinforced by 6th grade drama class performances.
· All divisions have chapels or assemblies that reinforce and standardize the presentation of religious content.

	Extracurricular activities typically rely on engaging group-format learning
	· Small group mentoring in the Discipleship Program.
· Overnight retreats such as Vida Nueva and Christian Leadership Retreats.

· Other examples: G2G, Psalms, AWANA, Impact (See CMO brochure)


B3- How assessment is used. It is a challenge to assess the Spiritual ESLRs without placing undue stress on students who are non-believers.  However, at SFS we expect all students to have an understanding of the Christian faith, even if the belief in its veracity is not accepted.  
Spiritual ESLR #1 (Understand Biblical Christianity.) is relatively easy to assess using traditional methods of testing, projects, and presentations, and performances. 
Evidence and Examples:  
· See examples of student work in the Christian Studies Home Group binder.

· British School students visit places of worship and are expected to show proper respect and behavior in that environment.

Spiritual ESLR #2 (Apply a biblical Christian worldview.) can be assessed by the following evidence and Examples:  

· Service projects demonstrate compassion and willingness to serve others

· Extracurricular discipleship groups provide opportunities for students to discuss the relevance of Christianity to issues they deal with in life or observe in society.

· Observation of student interactions showing behavior consistent with the Christian ethos of SFS:  helpfulness, integrity, self control, thoughtfulness, respect for others, positive attitudes, use of language, etc.

Spiritual ESLR #3 (Consider a personal Christian commitment) is not assessed within the curricular program.  Opportunities to demonstrate this ESLR are given in extracurricular settings only.  Many students at SFS participate in these opportunities and teachers observe significant growth in the faith, service, behavior, leadership, and attitudes of students involved in these programs.  Students demonstrate their understanding of and commitment to Christian principles through voluntary service to the school community and to those outside of SFS in programs such as Discovery Week, various fundraisers, student action group in the high school, clubs including NHS and student government, Vida Nueva retreats, and various other student-led activities and service projects.

Assessment of student understanding and growth in the Spiritual ESLRs helps with the ongoing review of our Christian curriculum with the focus on program evaluation and improvement.  Needed teaching resources (books, music, DVDs, devotionals, age-appropriate Bibles, etc.) are chosen and purchased based on teachers’ assessments of student abilities, understandings, and needs.

Assessment in the curricular and extracurricular areas of Christian Studies may not be as formalized as in other subjects, but our teachers are aware of the spiritual needs of our students, and continually strive to make Christian Studies a relevant and meaningful part of the education process at SFS.

Recommendations for Improvement of Current Program

1. Curriculum needs to be further articulated between grade levels and divisions to ensure a smooth learning continuum.

2. Assessments of learning that fall under the Spiritual ESLRs need to be expanded and standardized.

3. The new standards and benchmarks need to be more visible to students so they have a better cognitive framework with which to understand Christianity. Perhaps a visual model relating a Christian worldview could be adopted and used schoolwide.  
4. The search for quality teaching materials should continue. Materials are often out of date or too evangelical.  The middle school currently uses a mix of resources from various sources. The use of ACSI curricular materials in the elementary school should be reviewed.  Some teachers find the materials unhelpful and would like to consider other options.

5. Further training in Christian worldview studies should be considered for all teachers.

6. Not all students experience the same exposure to Christian Studies within our curricular programs. The Elementary School does not currently provide specific time-allotments for Christian Studies.  This means that in some classrooms it receives more attention than in others. Staff in the Elementary School and Middle School are generally not held accountable for the teaching of Christian Studies.  High school students can avoid courses that teach Bible content, making it difficult to address the Spiritual ESLRs for all students. These practices should be reviewed.

7. Grading practices and reporting are not the same as for other subjects.  This practice should be reviewed.

8. Some members of the home group affirm that we should live within the school’s written policy (Board Policy 3110) of having no more than 10% non-Christian teachers and would like the board to consider reducing this percentage.
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